
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

  

MAKE  
A  

DIFFERENCE 



BRIAN LEWINSTEIN FOUNDATION 

 2 

OUR FOUNDATION        3 

Our Mission         3 

Financial Highlights       3  

Operational Highlights       3 

Looking Ahead        4 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY        5 

Statement of Financial Position      5 

Statement of Income       6 

ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL INFORMATION     7 

NonProfit 501(c)(3) Organization     7 

Significant Accounting Policies      7 

Who We Support        8 

COMPANY INFORMATION       9 

Board of Directors        9 

Form 990-EZ 2019 Tax Return      9 

        



BRIAN LEWINSTEIN FOUNDATION 

 3 

OUR FOUNDATION 

 

OUR MISSION 

 
Our mission is to empower the people and programs dedicated to a more just, equitable society. We 
will connect activists and donors supporting social action with aspiring change agents and institutions 
dedicated to making a difference.  
 

With a commitment to the promise of "justice for all” and the goal of addressing the widespread 
inequities in our society, legal system, and public policies, this charity will invest in the advancement of 
education, progressive values, and economic opportunity for all. By working together, we can ensure 
that no one is left out of the fight for justice, regardless of income, status, race, or aspects of identity. 
By working for each other, we share a future that is unbound. Brian believed, “Ethics last a lifetime.” 
We honor his memory when we overcome social inertia, when we act on our best intentions and most 
ethical convictions, and when we financially support those who will manifest his life’s ambitions.  
Thank you to all those who have helped us Make a Difference. 
 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
Established in February 2019, the Brian Lewinstein Foundation received a total of $79,822 in 
donations. Donations to the Brian Lewinstein Foundation support two nonprofit programs. The Brian 
Lewinstein Social Justice Scholarship at Berkeley Law School received a $10,000 donation in 2019, and 
our pledge to match this amount in 2020. The Brian Lewinstein Youth Justice Fellowship, created by 
Equal Justice America with a permanent chair at East Bay Community Law Center, received a $10,000 
and $5,000 donation, respectively, and our pledge to match these amounts in 2020. Excluding the 
Board of Trustees donations that covered operating and event costs, 100% of the Public Support 
donations are directed to these two nonprofit programs in Brian’s name. 
 

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
On October 26, 2019, our Foundation hosted our inaugural event, themed, “Make a Difference.” Over 
350 guests joined us at Leo Baeck Temple in Los Angeles, CA for dinner and words of inspiration from 
social justice leaders including, U.S. Congressman Ted Lieu, Equal Justice America Founder, Dan Ruben, 
Rabbi Ken Chasen, and (via video message) Bryan Stevenson of Equal Justice Initiative. 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

 
 
In 2020, we strive to continue honoring the legacy of Brian Lewinstein, supporting those who advocate 
for, and benefit from, the pursuit of social justice. 
 
Brian Lewinstein was a regular guy who also had enormous gifts to share with the world. He was 
unique in his combination of intellect, sensitivity, caring, quiet humor, and unpretentiousness. He left 
us suddenly and far too soon in a tragic hiking accident. Committed to social justice issues, Brian was 
looking forward to a career in public interest law helping people in underserved communities. His days 
with us were too few, but they were filled with life, love, and purpose. Brian said, "Not everyone can 
spend their life’s work pursuing social justice. However, all of us can make a small contribution to 
those who do." Brian benefited from the generosity of others. Our purpose is to continue paying it 
forward in 2020 and the years to come. 
 
Felicia Lewinstein 
CEO & President 
May 1, 2020 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

BRIAN LEWINSTEIN FOUNDATION 
Statement of Financial Position 
Year Ending December 31, 2019 

 
ASSETS1 

 
 
Cash and Savings        $38,062 

Total Assets         $38,062 

 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
 
 

Donations - 2020 Pledges        $25,000 
  
Net Assets - Unrestricted       $13,026 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets       $38,062 

  

 
1 As this was the founding year of the Brian Lewinstein Foundation, the Assets through March 31, 2019 were zero. 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME 

BRIAN LEWINSTEIN FOUNDATION 
Statement of Comprehensive Income – Profits & Losses 

Year Ending December 31, 2019 
 
Assets at Beginning of Year, 1/1/19      $    0.00 
 
Revenue 

Contributions & Gifts - Public Support Donations2   $64,192 
Contributions & Gifts - Board of Trustees Donations   $18,180  
Total Revenue        $79,822 

 
Expenses 
 Charitable Donations 
  Berkeley Law School      $10,000 
  Equal Justice America      $10,000  
  East Bay Community Law Center    $  5,000   
 Printing & Publications       $     623 

Postage & Shipping       $     181 
Other Expenses 

  Insurance       $  1,200 
  PayPal Fees       $     940 
  Website & Technology      $     669 
  DOJ & CA SOS Filing Fees     $     300 

 “Make a Difference” October 26, 2019 Event 
  Catering       $11,813 
  Promotion       $     534 
  Space Rental        $     500 

Total Expenses         $41,760 
 
Assets at End of Year, 12/31/19       $38,062 
 
 

 
2 100% of 2019 Public Support Donations were distributed, or will be distributed, to our three nonprofit partners across 2019 
($25,000), 2020 ($25,000), and 2021 ($14,192 with final total pending). 
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ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

NONPROFIT 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION 

 
Brian Lewinstein Foundation is a California Nonprofit Public Charity Organization with approved 
501(c)(3) federal and state tax-exempt status. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed 
by law and do not represent payment for goods or services rendered. 

Brian Lewinstein Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation that provides financial contributions to 
programs supporting social justice. The Board of Directors of the Organization acknowledge that, to 
the best of their ability, all assets received have been used for the purpose for which they were 
contributed or have been accumulated to allow management to conduct the operations of the 
organization as effectively and efficiently as possible.  

 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Online Vendor: PayPal is the online vendor linked to our website to accept donations. Using a 3rd 
party partner ensures donations are secure, private, and trackable. As a nonprofit, we receive a 
reduced nonprofit fee rate. PayPal charges 2.2 percent of the total donation, plus an additional 30 cent fee 
from each donation. Fees contribute to the organization’s operating costs. 

Income Taxes: The organization is a nonprofit corporation whose revenue is derived from 
contributions from individuals, corporations, and other nonprofit entities and is not subject to federal 
or state income taxes.  

Use of Estimates: The preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the 
reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date 
of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting 
period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.  

Cash and Cash Equivalents: Cash consists of cash held in a corporate business checking account and 
PayPal account. 
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WHO WE SUPPORT 

 
Donations to the Brian Lewinstein Foundation contribute to two specific nonprofit programs: the Brian 
Lewinstein Social Justice Scholarship at Berkeley Law School, and the Brian Lewinstein Youth Justice 
Fellowship created by Equal Justice America & East Bay Community Law Center.  
 
Brian Lewinstein Social Justice Scholarship: Established in August 2018, this fund gifts $10,000 
annually to a Berkeley Law Student with demonstrated financial need who is committed to pursuing a 
career in public interest and social justice. This scholarship honors the memory of Brian Lewinstein, a 
member of the Berkeley Law Class of 2020. 
 
Brian Lewinstein Youth Justice Fellowship: Brian was a UC Berkeley Law student and Equal Justice 
America Fellow at the East Bay Community Law Center. To honor Brian’s memory and to encourage 
others to follow his example, EJA and EBCLC have created this permanent fellowship at EBCLC. Every 
two years, they will offer a $130,000, two-year EJA Fellowship to a graduating Berkeley Law student to 
work full-time with EBCLC, serving and empowering young people at risk of entering the juvenile 
justice system. 
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COMPANY INFORMATION 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

FELICIA LEWINSTEIN 
CEO & President 

MICHAEL BARAK 
CFO & Treasurer 

RANDEE BARAK 
BOARD DIRECTOR & Secretary 

   

MARC LEWINSTEIN                            JENNA LEWINSTEIN 
                                               Board Trustee                                       Board Trustee 

    

 
Company Brian Lewinstein Foundation 
Address  11177 Montana Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90049 
Phone  310.472.1116 
Website brianlewinsteinfoundation.org 
Email  info@brianlewinsteinfoundation.org / lewinstein@brianlewinsteinfoundation.org 
Corporation FEIN #83-422459 / CA Corp #4243266 / CA Registry Charitable Trusts #CT0264120 
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